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April 27, 2017 

Tammy Robert | 306 230 5332 
 

Dear Tammy 

 
Thank you for your email to the BC Funeral Association regarding the proposed cuts to 
Saskatchewan’s Social Services Funeral Funding Program.  My name is Jason Everden and I am 
a director on the board of the British Columbia Funeral Association.  I am currently co chair on 
the "Government and Legal" committee.  As my portfolio title indicates, I am included in   
conversations with the British Columbia Ministry of Income Assistance & Social Innovation 
regarding our funeral funding program and related issues.  I certainly hope I may provide you with 
some information regarding how things work here in British Columbia. 
 
 Let me start by informing you of what the British Columbia Ministry of income assistance pays 
the funeral providers in British Columbia to serve the deceased (and their families), following the 
death of someone that qualifies for coverage under this program.  I should mention that funeral 
providers in British Columbia have not been given an increase on these rates for almost 10 years 
and we are currently negotiating for that increase.  With that said, our base fee for funeral providers 
in British Columbia is $1,295 this fee includes professional and staff services, documentation, 
transfer from the place of death to the funeral provider’s facility and basic sanitary care.  There is 
an additional fee allowed, if there is to be a funeral service, memorial service, viewing and 
embalming of the remains of $815. 
 
The designated casket is basic and cloth covered and is made by most casket manufacturers in 
Canada.  This casket is provided at a cost plus 20% model to the Ministry under this program.  In 
addition to these fees, the Ministry will pay the cremation fee, a cremation urn (up to $200) and 
the least expensive burial or cremation plot in the city where the death has occurred. 
 
British Columbia Ministry funded funeral rates do not cover: death certificates, gravestones, 
gravestone installation fees, obituaries, clergy fees, funeral receptions, memorial stationary or any 
other “extra” non-essential items.  In the case where the deceased is entitled to a Canada Pension 
Plan death benefit, the province will make efforts to claim this benefit as a form of cost recovery. 
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The sum of $1,285 and $815 is $2,100.  If a family opt for a funeral, memorial service and / or a 
viewing (embalming) and a graveside interment service, the funeral providers in British Columbia 
are subsidizing the current Ministry funded rates somewhere between $3000 to $5,000 per family 
served.  This comes directly out of the pockets of the hard-working funeral provider's in British 
Columbia and is simply unacceptable. 
 
I want to reiterate:  The British Columbia Funeral Association and its member funeral homes have 
been without an increase for almost a decade. We as an association expect to receive an increase 
of at least several thousand dollars in the next calendar year. 
 
For the government of Saskatchewan to base their new, reduced rates on our current (yet outdated) 
Ministry rates is unacceptable, if you ask me.  Furthermore, to expect funeral providers in 
Saskatchewan to accept a pay cut to their services is extremely short-sighted and ignorant.  It is 
the funeral providers of Saskatchewan that will be put in the unfortunate position of having to tell 
these families:  
 

• NO to a viewing. 
• NO to a funeral 
• NO to any closure following the loss of a loved one.   

 
Your involvement (as media) is crucial to making the government back down from this attempt to 
take away from the services that funeral professionals offer grieving families.  This only hurts the 
indigent and their families who otherwise cannot afford any funeral at all.  The Funeral and 
Cemetery Providers in the province will have no choice but to band together to send a very strong 
message to the Government of Saskatchewan that no provider in Saskatchewan has an obligation 
to provide services at these ridiculously low rates. 
  
I hope that the above information helps you with your investigation. 
  
Best Regards, 
  
 
 
 
 
Jason William Everden 
President – Everden Rust Funeral Services & Crematorium 
Director, BC Funeral Association 
 


